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June 12, 2016 
 
 
Dear Supporters of Palestinian liberation, 
 
You may already have seen the letter on the reverse. The Free Palestine Movement had a lot to do with 
writing it, but it was supported by all the projects that are fiscally sponsored by the nonprofit corporation 
under which we operate.  We consider it a form of resistance, and we’re quite proud of it.  Ordinarily, all 
the projects operate independently of each other, with separate names, mission statements and bank ac-
counts.  This is the first time we have come together for a corporate statement of this kind. 
 
We’re also very proud of the just completed North 
America Nakba Tour. 86-year-old Nakba survivor 
Mariam Fathalla and 22-year-old Amena Ashkar cov-
ered 12,000 miles in two months, to speak in 26 venues. 
We think this is the first time two stateless Palestinian 
refugees from camps outside Palestine have spoken in 
person to North American audiences on this scale. Their 
stories touched many people and reminded everyone 
that the Palestinian struggle is not just about Palestinians 
living under Israeli occupation, and that because of the 
1948 Nakba and continuous expulsions, more Palestini-
ans live outside Palestine than inside, and most have 
been in exile their entire lives. Their message is also that 
the only remedy for them is to return to Palestine and 
for all their rights and property to be restored.  
 
We would like to repeat this project next year.  We learned a lot this time, and we think we can improve 
the presentation and lower the costs, not least by having more events in a smaller area rather than trying 
to cover the whole continent in one trip.  Our brilliant driver, filmmaker and collaborator Samir Salem 
has said that he will come again, as has Amena.  
 
But in order to do this, we need to recover the remaining $4000 of this year’s costs.  We also would like 
to repay the $20,000 loan to buy the vehicle we used. It would be much cheaper to put it in storage and 
reuse it rather than sell it in order to repay the loan and then buy another car next year. We already have 
$3000 in matching funds and we think we can get $10,000 if you can come up with an equal amount by 
September.  Can you help us with that?  
 
Finally, we are appealing for anyone going to Palestine in the next month or two.  The Northern Califor-
nia chapter of the International Solidarity Movement has cameras that it wants to send to Palestinian 
volunteers there.  The ISM provided the second of Emad Burnat’s Five Broken Cameras, and also the 
camera that filmed the horrifying execution of a wounded Palestinian, resulting in charges filed against 
the soldier.  Please let us know and they will send one or more cameras to you. 
 
Many thanks for all that you do for Palestine. 
 
The FPM Team 
 


